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English Only Initiative Targets Bilingual Education

English-only advocates, backed by a California millionaire, are promoting a ballot measure to outlaw bilingual education in Arizona.  They are now attempting to gather 101,762 signatures by July 6 to qualify their initiative for the November election. 


The proposal is modeled on Proposition 227, a 1998 law that mandated English-only schooling in California.  But the Arizona initiative is even more restrictive. 


If we allow it to pass, it would virtually eliminate the right of many Hispanic and Native Americans to choose the kind of education they want for their children.  It would overrule the decisions of local school boards.  It would dismantle the most effective programs for teaching English and impose an unproved English-only approach on the children of Arizona.


A group calling itself “English for the Children- Arizona”, based in Tucson, is supposedly leading this campaign.  But the funding comes mainly from Ron Unz, a Far Right activist who made his fortune in the computer industry.  To promote his political agenda, Unz targeted bilingual education for elimination in California without even visiting a bilingual classroom.  Now he is exporting his extreme ideas to Arizona. 


Backed by Unz's millions, the English-only campaign is paying professionals to gather its signatures.  This is no 'grassroots' effort. It depends on hired guns who have no commitment to educating kids and no expertise in how to teach them English.  Yet these people seek to impose their own 'one size fits all' curriculum on Arizona schools -- over the objections of professional educators and parents alike.


The Navajo Nation has passed a resolution (64 to 0) opposing the initiative.  The Navajo resolution contains an excellent analysis of the initiative.  The Tohono O'odham Nation has also passed a resolution about the initiative.  It will appear in our next newsletter.

What Would the English-Only Initiative Do?


Under the initiative, children who are English-language learners would be placed in special classrooms in which they would receive a one-year crash course in English.  

Reinstate 1-C.  


Holding students out of regular schooling to teach them English, often called 1-C, was used in some southwestern states during the first half of the 20th century.  Thousands of Mexican American and Native American children were placed in these classes.  Research done by the Tucson Unified School District shows that 1-C was in use in TUSD from 1919 to 1967.  Graduation rates during that time span never rose above 40% and 60% of Hispanic and Native American students dropped out of school.

Eliminate Parental Choice.  


Under present law, Arizona parents may choose the type of language program they feel is best for their children.  The initiative would deny parents the right to choose, making bilingual instruction illegal, and allowing only one-size-fits-all English-only programs.


In fact, new wording was added in the Arizona
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(from page 1)
initiative to make it virtually impossible to obtain the kind of waiver through which some California parents have obtained bilingual instruction for their children.  The new requirements are demeaning and punitive.  


For example, the Arizona initiative requires that parents wanting bilingual instruction must demonstrate that their child has special needs “beyond the child’s lack of English proficiency.” These “special needs” must be documented in “no less than 250 words” to be “permanently added to the child’s official school records.”  Thus, to request bilingual instruction, parents would have to certify in the child’s permanent school record that something was wrong with their child.  Despite this cruel request process, waivers could be rejected “without explanation or legal consequence.”

Encourage the loss of Native American languages.  


Every one of the state’s Indian languages is now in danger of dying out.  A number of Native American communities have been striving to revitalize their languages through bilingual instruction.  In one broad sweep, the initiative would make those efforts illegal.


The loss of Native American languages is devastating to these communities.  It is also a loss of a precious human resource for our state and nation.  ALEC supports the revitalization of these languages, including their use in schools.

Eliminate successful programs.  


Test scores in Arizona and elsewhere demonstrate clearly that English language learners in bilingual education programs score higher in reading English than similar children in English-only programs (see article on page 4).  Two-way bilingual education programs, which are growing ever more popular around the state, would also be eliminated.


The calamitous effect of this initiative is that the state would eliminate the very programs that their data show to be more successful than any others provided for language minority students.
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WHO ARE WE?
The Arizona Language Education Council (ALEC) is a non-profit association dedicated to educating the public about the historical and present context of the education of language minority children in Arizona.  We are parents, teachers, business people, tribal leaders, community volunteers, and researchers.  We are united by our concern for the academic success for children learning English and other languages in our state.

ALEC seeks


(1) To increase public awareness about language education issues


(2) To dispel myths and misconceptions about bilingual education,


(3) To provide a clearinghouse of information for Arizonans, policy-makers, and news media.  

ALEC is especially concerned about the English Only initiative that may be placed on the Arizona ballot in November, 2000.  We believe that this initiative is a politically motivated, extremist proposal. We foresee serious harm to Arizona school children by destroying the most effective second language programs and Indian language revitalization projects throughout the state. 

ALEC’s primary activities include, but are not limited to:
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· Free bi-monthly workshops to raise awareness about language education issues

· Quarterly roundtables, hosted by the regional Arizona chapters, which address myths about bilingual education, developments in state legislation, and issues of bilingualism and biliteracy.  

· Symposia at scholarly conferences and public language policy debates. 

If you are interested in participating in one of the above activities or would like to schedule a speaker for your gathering, contact ALEC at (520) 721-2677.

On-line Pledge Drive 

Nets Over $2000


Sparked by a challenge from a national figure, members of the e-mail discussion group known as AZBLE opened their checkbooks to support ALEC’s mission.  Over the space of a week educators, parents, journalists, university students and other community members from across Arizona, the nation and the world pledged from $25 to $150 each.


The call now goes out to everyone!  Support ALEC’s mission to educate the public about bilingualism, bilingual education and language related public policy.  Use the form on the back page of this newsletter to join ALEC and make a tax-deductible donation.
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AN ANGLO PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE ON 

TWO-WAY BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Goal of Bilingual Education Met


Rick Hasse, who wrote to condemn bilingual education following his family’s brief exposure to it, will be happy to know that the Total Immersion Program at Davis is a hands-down success.  Indeed, Tucson Unified School District would do well to adopt similar programs throughout the district.


I am an Anglo, English-only-speaking parent of a Davis second-grader.  When my daughter entered Davis as a kindergartner, she did not read, write or speak Spanish.  Her class consisted of English-speaking, bilingual and some Spanish-only-speaking students.  Although taught all academic subjects in Spanish only, my daughter—as assured by the Davis staff—now reads and writes in both English and Spanish well above her second-grade level.


Despite Spanish-only instruction, she has tested and been accepted into the TUSD gifted student program (GATE).  Perhaps more importantly, I have personally witnessed her once Spanish-only-speaking classmates now speaking and interacting in English—the true goal of bilingual education.


In short, within the educational philosophy of the Davis Bilingual Magnet School, Anglo and Hispanic students are becoming biliterate, excelling in academics while being exposed to cultural diversity.  Standardized test scores, placing Davis above national and local levels, strongly support my conclusion.


It is my hope and prayer that the American public will one day realize, as they do in Europe, the benefits of speaking two or more languages.  With that realization will come greater knowledge and acceptance of cultural diversity and tolerance.  Most importantly, we will gain the knowledge that the world does not revolve around English-speaking people.


I could not be happier with the educational experience at Davis for my daughter and her schoolmates.  TUSD has a shining star in Davis.


CARL PICCARRETA 

STANFORD 9 SCORES SHOW A CONSISTENT EDGE FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION
By James Crawford


In 1998-1999, for the third year in a row, students learning English in bilingual education programs scored significantly higher in reading and language than students enrolled in English-only programs, according to the Arizona Department of Education (ADE).  The comparison of Stanford 9 achievement test results is found in the ADE’s latest report on the education of English learners in Arizona.


Clearly, schools that offer bilingual instruction are doing something right.  They should be congratulated and the ADE should help other schools to follow their example.  Only 31 percent – less than a third – of the state’s limited-English-proficient (LEP) students were enrolled in bilingual education last year (see Chart 1).





In releasing the report, Superintendent of Public Instruction Lisa Graham Keegan unfor-tunately chose to accentuate the negative.  She complained that LEP students overall “score 20 percentage points below native speakers of English.”  This is an accurate statement, but it should come as no surprise to anyone familiar with the challenges facing LEP children.  The Stanford 9 tests are given entirely in English – a language these students are still learning – and their performance is graded in relation to that of native English speakers.  As they acquire more English and their achievement approaches the “norm,” LEP students are reclassified as English-proficient and “mainstreamed” into regular classrooms.  With their higher scores, they are no longer counted as limited in English.  So the LEP group – by definition – will remain below the norm.  But that does not mean that LEP students are failing to progress.


To the contrary, the Stanford 9 scores show that students in three different types of bilingual education appear to be doing well – especially when compared with their peers receiving only English instruction.  These program models, as authorized by state law, include:

· transitional bilingual education in grades K-6, an approach that teaches academic subjects partly in the native language while students are making the “transition” to English;

· secondary bilingual education, a transitional program for grades 7-12;

· bilingual-bicultural education, a model that develops students’ native-language skills as well as English, emphasizing fluent bilingualism as well as academic achievement; and

· English as a second language, an approach to teaching English through “immersion” and direct instruction, with little or no use of the native language.


For purposes of comparison, Chart 2 (next page) groups together reading scores for LEP students enrolled in the three types of bilingual programs and contrasts them against those in English-only programs. (Scores for students in “Individual Education Programs” are omitted because the instructional methods used are impossible to determine. So are figures that ADE described as erroneous, such as secondary students 
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reported in elementary programs and vice versa.)


It is important to note that, in reporting the Stanford 9 results, the ADE did not conduct a scientifically rigorous study that “controlled” for extraneous variables.  That is, there was no way to tell whether children in bilingual and English-only programs were fully comparable  – for example, in prior knowledge of English, parental education levels, and socioeconomic status – or whether they differed in ways that affected their scores. 


Nevertheless, the superiority of bilingual programs was remarkably consistent.  In reading, for example, English learners in various forms of bilingual education scored at higher levels than their English-only counterparts at every grade level, for the third consecutive year – as long as the ADE has been reporting these scores.  It is also significant that the edge for bilingual programs grows in the upper grades – suggesting that the benefits of native-language instruction increase over a student’s school career.

Chart 2
Stanford 9 Reading Scores for LEP Students in Arizona Programs 
School Year 1998-99 (Percentiles and Normal Curve Equivalents)*

GRADE
Bilingual Education


English Only Instruction


Bilingual Edge**


#
%ile
NCE
#
%ile
NCE


2
1,029
27
37.2
3,594
27
37.0
0%

3
1,213
25
35.9
4,150
20
32.2
11%

4
1,247
29
38.4
4,021
22
33.8
14%

5
2,026
20
32.4
4,775
19
31.6
3%

6
1,506
23
34.7
4,327
23
34.3
1%

7
1,257
21
33.4
3,891
19
31.8
5%

8
1,016
25
35.4
3,798
20
32.6
9%

9
768
21
33.4
2,613
14
27.7
21%

10
708
22
33.6
2,196
12
25.5
32%

11
564
22
33.4
1,681
14
26.9
24%

TOTAL
11,334


35,046




Average

24
34.7

20
32.0
8%










*Average scores are weighted to take account of the number of students tested. 

**Comparison of bilingual vs. English-only programs based on NCEs.

Source: Arizona Department of Education, English Acquisition Services: A Summary of Bilingual Education Programs and English as a Second Language Programs for School Year 1998-99   (January 2000)
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News From Around the State

Flores v. Arizona:  Federal Judge Rules that Bilingual Education in the State of Arizona is Seriously Under-funded

US District Court Judge Alfredo Marquez ruled in January that the State of Arizona discriminates against limited English proficient students by failing to provide school districts with enough funding to educate them.  Consequently, LEP students are placed in overcrowded classrooms with unqualified teachers and teachers’ aides, and are not provided adequate tutoring programs or sufficient ESL and bilingual instructional materials.  This is a violation of the federal Equal Educational Opportunity Act (EEOA), which directs states to “take appropriate action to overcome language barriers that impede equal 

participation by its students in its instructional programs.”


Marquez called the state legislature’s minimum base level funding of $150 per LEP student “arbitrary and capricious,” primarily because the figure was derived from a 1987-88 estimate that the average program serving LEP students cost districts approximately $450 per student.  The state has based its LEP funding allocations on this estimate, and has not updated or adjusted it for inflation since then.


The class-action lawsuit originally was filed against the state in 1992 by parents in the Nogales Unified School District.  However, it later was expanded to include “at risk” and LEP students attending public schools systems in districts similar to NUSD.  This means that all districts with high numbers of English language learners are affected

continued on next page 
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by the ruling.


While the ruling did not specify a time table for correcting the funding inadequacy, it may pressure state lawmakers to consider passing Senate Bill 1242, which would increase funding for LEP students to $621 per student.  Sponsored by Sen. Joe Eddie López, the bill would increase LEP funding statewide to $40 million a year and establish a $1 million block grant to reimburse tuition costs for teachers who seek bilingual education training.
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ALEC Parent / Community Committee is Hard at Work in Phoenix
By Carlos Vallejo


The ALEC Parent/Community Committee has been conducting educational activities targeting various sectors of the Phoenix community.  Our principal goal is to inform parents, neighbors, business people, spiritual community members, student organizations, and professional organizations about language policy issues. Recent topics have included the effect of the English-Only initiative on the language education of the children of Arizona.  The intent of the initiative is primarily to eliminate bilingual education programs from public schools.  English As a Second Language programs as we now know them would also disappear under the initiative.


Our second goal is the further development of local ALEC chapters.  Two issues cause us much worry.  First, parents and community members tell us that they have not previously received information about these language issues. Second, though parents and community members are ready to help educate others, many are not sure what they can do, or of how to involve themselves in such educational activities.  Your involvement in the work of this committee is needed and wanted.  Please call (520) 721-2677 to offer your time and energy.
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Nogales USD Board Ousts Superintendent and Opts for English-Only Instruction

By Carol Evans


In March 2000, the Nogales Unified School District Governing Board voted 3-2 against renewing the contract of 8-year district superintendent Raul Bejarano.  This action came in spite of a standing ovation for Dr. Bejarano by approximately 50 members of the Nogales community attending the meeting, and in spite of data showing that the district’s Stanford 9 scores have been on the rise.  Dr. Bejarano is a Nogales native who has worked in the district for 30 years.  His contract ends June 30th.  


This action followed a year of tense board meetings during which Dr. Bejarano was pressured to implement English-only instruction—in a district where 80% of the students have limited English skills and 60% of the school population is Spanish dominant.  Although the board members who voted against renewal did not comment publicly, Dr. Bejarano said (3/18/00 Arizona Daily Star) that the board’s anti-bilingual education stance, and desire for higher test scores, were behind the action. 


Ironically, seven of the 12 grades that took the Stanford 9 test last year improved in reading and math.  Additionally, on the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS), last year’s sophomores exceeded the state average on tests of English writing and math.


The rationale for ending bilingual education is particularly puzzling in light of the district’s data on its own programs.  The reclassification rate for students in bilingual education programs (12%) was four times as high as the rate for students in English-only programs (3%).  


While forced this year to honor school site decisions to implement English-only instruction, Dr. Bejarano and Bilingual Education Director Anaelizabeth Doan have continued to argue for the continuation of the district’s bilingual programs.  We salute their work and their courage.  We recognize that we all must work hard to ensure the continuation and development of good research-based language programming for the English Language Learners of our state.

Join Us!


Please fill out the membership blank on the next page and send  it to us.  

Send us your stories! 

We want to know about language education related activities or news for  future newsletters.  You may write us at ALEC, PO Box 68815, Oro Valley, AZ 85737-0005, or e-mail the editor at: cevans@techstar-online.com
Join ALEC!!!     We Need Your Support!

Name _____________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________


         __________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________

Membership is free, but donations are gladly accepted!

Donation    ( $10       ( $20        ( $50         ( $100       ( Other  ______

Please mail to:       Arizona Language Education Council



        PO 68815




Phone: ( 520)  721-2677



        Oro Valley, AZ  85737-0005


E-mail: arizonalec@hotmail.com
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