What is Prop 203?
Proposition 203 is an Arizona State law for public schools.  This law requires students with limited use of English to learn in a classroom using a teaching strategy called "Sheltered English Immersion".  

The law states: (ARS 3.1 Sec 15-751.5): 

· "nearly all classroom instruction is in English "

· "all reading, writing, and subject matter are taught in English"

· "no subject matter shall be taught in any language other than English"

· "children in this program learn to read and write solely in English"

Is my child affected by Prop 203?

Only those students classified as English Language Learners (formerly known as Limited English Proficient students) are most directly affected by this law.  

If you would like to know if your child is classified as an English Language Learner  simply contact the teacher or school principal requesting this information.

What if I want my child to learn in a bilingual education program?

Only specific parents have a right to request that their child participate in a bilingual education program. 

1.  Is your child 10 years of age or older?

2. Does your child already know English?

3. Does your child have special individual needs but is not a special education student with a federal individual education plan (IEP)? 

Special Education students can continue in bilingual education programs and are not subject to 203.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the three questions you have a RIGHT to submit a waiver request form to your school principal.

Where can I get a waiver request form?

The new law requires the parent or legal guardian to visit the school to apply for the waiver.  The school must then provide you with a full description of the educational materials to be used in the ALL the different program choices and educational opportunities that are available to your child at their school.

Will my waiver request for my child to participate in a bilingual education program be honored?

The answer is "MAYBE". The school administrator(s) must make the decision to approve or deny your waiver request.  

What if my child is denied my request and no waiver is granted?

The Arizona Association for Bilingual Education is very interested in knowing if your child's teacher, principal or school board has denied your waiver request.  Please contact :

Phoenix Area:  
Eufemia Amabisca

13623 N. 24th Lane

Phoenix, AZ 85029

Telephone: 602-942-2513

Tucson Area:
Alejandra Sotomayor

8410 E. Albion Place

Tucson, AZ 85715

Telephone: 520-465-0236

Yuma Area: 
Richard Badone

2128 W. 13th Lane

Yuma, AZ 85364

Telephone: 520-343-0733

Become an A.A.B.E. member now!

A.A.B.E. Membership Form

 Check  One:

         



Dues

□  Regular Member  
         
$20.00
□  ParentAssociate Member          $10.00

   (Fulltime students enrolled in IHE,      parents & other community members interested in the  field of Ed.)

□  Institutional  Member             $100.00

□  Corp. Member                         $200.00

                   Name______________________________ 

                    Address____________________________ 

                    ___________________________________

City __________________ State________ 

                    Phone______________________________

 Emil_______________________________

Please Mail completed form along with your check to :

AABE Membership

13623 N. 24th Lane

Phoenix, AZ 85029
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We are a non-profit organization consisting of educators, parents, para-professionals and community members dedicated to the education of language minority children in Arizona.

We are united in our belief that 

· According to reliable empirical evidence the methods and strategies of bilingual education are the most effective method  for mastery of English and another language

· Acquisition of strong English skills plus the mastery of other languages will make Arizona strong and more globally competitive.

Please send your tax-deductible donations to:

AABE Treasurer 

13623 N. 24th Lane

Phoenix, AZ 85029
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http://www.azbilingualed.org/

The Arizona Association for Bilingual Education can provide your parent group with an in depth presentation of the information contained in this brochure.  If you are interested  contact:  

Eufemia Amabisca

13623 N. 24th Lane

Phoenix, AZ 85029
Email: eufemia.amabisca@smcmail.maricopa.edu
